
tiny moro uut.il ye shall go to Ohio, '
(Ian), but tho rest of the plates never
wero translated. (18'1)

When Cowdery and perhaps P.igdon
Smportnno their partner iu fraud to bo
elevated to tho prophetic olhoe, Smith
resists with a revelation in which
God is inside to say: "No ono tfhall
"bo appointed to receive commandments
and revelations in this church, except-
ing my servant, Josoph Smith, ,Jr.,J'
(185). Similar revelations seem lo have
liccn necessary moro than once. (ISO)

v Finally the pressure became too hard
; to boar, and a revelation was procured

in which God, in contradiction pi his
former declarations; one of which is

- - above quoted, appoints Sidney .Rigdon
"to rcccivo the oracles for the wholo
church." (1S7) And not neglecting tho
equal rights of tho ''prophet's"

i' - brother, God declares: "I appoint un- -
1 to him (Hyrum Smith) that he may

, "bo a propliet, scor, and a rcvelator
" unto mv chureli, as well as 1113" servant

- : .Toscph"" (1SS). JBolh mon were, accord
ingly, "ordained" each a "prophet,
aeor, and rcvelator " (JSfl). Thus are
cvon the gods made to eat their own
words at tho behest of the cpn- -'

.. sjiirators, who quarrel in their division
- of tho glory and tho gold.

L Ono more incident of this sort will
".'--' suflice. In February, 1831, Smith rc- -

- ri- oeived tho first of "several revelation's
Vi directing the brethren to provide a

. homo. In part it reads as follows:
. It Is mote that my servant Joseph

-T . - Smith. Jun., should novo a house built
' '7. Jn which lo live anil translate. And ngaln,

' ' .. 1L is nieto that my servant Sidney Rlg- -
" ' l011 shall live ns scemeth liim good, In- -

'.'" asmuuh as he kecneth my commandments.'
- i (130)

Of course, living "as scemeth him
' good" was to Sidney Rigdon hardly

; a fair equivalent for a house and lot.
Had ho not made Smith a "prophet,
seer, and revclator," and could ho not

, also unmake him 7 "Why, then, should
Sidney Rigdon submit to any unfair

' division of the spoils of the prophetic
office? lie didn't.

Tho abovo revelation wag received
while Rigdon was absent from Kirt-and.- a

Upon his return ho went to the
niccting-hous- o whero an expectant
throng awaited him in anticipation of
ono of his entrancing sermons, but
Rigdon failed to go lo tho speaker's
stand, and instead paced back and
forth through the house. Tho "Prophet
Joseph" being absent from Kirtland,
Father Smith requested Rigdon to

;
" speak. In a tone of excitement Rigdon

replied (aud who will say it was not
;

. spoken as by one having authority?):
"Tho keys of tho Kingdom aro rout
from tho church, and there shall bo

. '. no prayer put up in this house this
"V ' day." "Oh, no; I hope not." gasped

. Father Smith. "T tell you they aTo,"
rejoined "Elder Rigdon." The brcth- -

' i s ren stared and turned pale, and tho
' ' sisters in anguish cried aloud for

. N relief. "I tell you again," said Sid- -

.1 '. noy, with much feeling, "the kc3T8 of
v: the Kingdom are taken from 3'ou, and

; you never will have them again until
" ;X r you build mb a new house."

r" Amid tumultuous oxcitomont on tiic
'. part of the sisters, "Prothor Jlyrnm"

y loft Hie meeting to bring "Joseph the
'

- Prophet," who was in a neighboring
Hcttlenient. On their return next day

- ... the "'brethren " and "sisters" were
' gathered in anticipation of. important''' ' happenings. Josoph mounted tho ros- -

iV: Tw trum and informed the assembly
V"?' ,. -- .. that they wero laboring under a great

mistake; that tho church had not
v:."'?

' transgressed. Speaking of the lost
il keys, ho said: "I myself hold the

. keys of this last dispensation, and will

V"' forever hold them, both in time and
in eternity; so set your hearts at rest

- upon that point; all is right."
J T continue to quote from an account

written by tho "prophet's" mother,
. relating what they desire the

world to believe hnppoued immediately
btfV . . ater:

' "JJc (Joseph Smith) then went on
an(1 preached a comforting dieeonrsc,

-- .'.". ' after which he appointed a council to
'.'- -'

" Hit tlio next day, by which Sidney Rig- -
'; don was tried for 'having Jied in the

l name of tho Lord. In this council
t ' Joseph told him he must sulVer for

what, ho had done; that he would be
: delivered over to tho bnlYotings of

' satau, who would handle him as one
muu handlelh another; tuat tho less
priesthood ho had the better it would

xV' be for him, and that it would bo well,
'" for him to .give up his license.

This council Sidney complied with, yet
he had to sulfer lor his folly, for, "ac- -

' cording to his own account, ho was
1?. ' dragged out of bed by tho devil three

times in ono night, by the heels."
''f' - Mother Lucy Smith doubtiugly adds:
tCr ' "Whether this be true or not, one
rf;-- . : . thing is certain. His contrition of

bouI was as great ns a man could wellrv livo through" (101). Tho last sentence
&..;.,--

,
hIiows bcj'ond dispute that Mother
Lucy had her doubts about this sill.y
story slm has just narrated, and, of

v".' ?
' course, we aro entitled lo similar

doubts.
wSk- - What really d'nl happen is made very
Z&W' 7ilain by subsequent oeciirroncos. Smith
Mfe"' and Riudon got together, patched up

' their diflVrenoes by an agreement that
VP Rigdon should have a house if he would
V,- - restore the "keys" to the last dis- -

V. punsation, and desist from executing
his threats to smash the "kingdom,"
and for the sake of its wholesome

upon others lie must play
penitent and humble.. As evidence of
1I113 conclusion we point to the story
of . this transaction as quoted abovo
from .Mother Lucy's life of the

. "prophet," and the two following sec

tions of a revelation announced by
Smith under dato of August, 383 1

Behold, vorlly I nn.y mto you, I the Lord
am not plunaed with my servant Sidney
niKdon. He oxaltcd hlmBolf In his heart
and received not my counsel, but prleyed
tho Spirit. Let my servants Joseph
Smith, Jun., and Sldnoy Rludon seek
ihom a house as they tiro taught through
prayer by the Srlrlt, (102)

It is needless to add they each re-

ceived a house, and both stood for
many years, and perhaps oven to this
tiny, side by side, and both built ac-
cording to tho same plans. (193)

Concluding Comment.
Tho case, so far as tho production

of evidence is concerned, must now be
considered closed. Tho actors in this
fraud aro all dead, and upon the pre-
cise question hero discussed no now
evidence is likely to be discovered. All
tho evidenco directly affecting either
side of tho question has been intro-
duced and reviewed.

When, as here, wo arc investigating
a case dependent upon circumstantial
evidence, wo must judge tho evidence
ns 'i whole. No one circumstance out
of many connected ones ever estab-
lished tho tiltimato fact. The 'con-
verse of this proposition is equally
true. Tou cannot show tho iiiBUfliciene--
of tho evidence by demonstrating that
any ono circumstnncoy if it stood alone,
would bo equally consistent with some
other, theory than tho one in support
of winch it is cited. Tho evidentiary
circumstances must bo viewed as a.

whole, cadh in tho light -- of its re-

lation to all tho rest. Thus viewed,
tho circumstantial evidence is strong
just in proportion as tho circumstances
related to, and consistent with, as the
theories advocated aro numerous. In
the argument under consideration tho
circumstantial facts arc so numerous,
and gathored from so many discon-
nected sources, corroborated by so
many admissions from the accused
conspirators and their defenders, that
it is utterly impossible to believe them
all to havo come into being as a mere
matter of accidental concomitance.

Let us put tho defenders of the
divinity or Mormonism to a test on
this matter by inviting them to make
an equally good caso of circumstantial
ovidencq based upon established fact,
all tending to show some other human
origin for tho Book of Mormon than
that hero advocated. Inability to do
so means that such an array of con-
curring fads cannot bo duplicated in
support of any other theory than the
ono here advocated. If, 'as must now
bo admitted, tho concurrence of so
very many facts can best be explained
by the (Tonclusions hero contended for,
then that is a-- more believable, a
moro rational conviction than one
whicli of necessity .requires belief in
an assumed and unprovable miracle.
That explanation whicli takes the least
for granted is always tho ono
adopted by the sanest person.
in mind these truths, lot us brieily re-

view a portion of the most salienl
features of tho argumont.

From tho uncontradicted evidence of
witnesses, practically all of whom are
disinterested and who in most circum-
stances of great evidentiary- weight
aro corroborated by authorized church
publications, wo havo established be-
yond cavil, and T am sure to the satis-Vaclio- n

of all thinking minds untainted
by mysticism, ami whose vision is

that the following aro thor-
oughly established facts:

Solomon Spaulding. between 1S12
and 1SK5, outlined and then rewrote a
novel, attempting therein to account
for tho American Indian 1)3' Israelitish
origin. The lirst outline of this
story, now at Oberlin college, had
no direct connection with the Book of
Mormon, and was never claimed to bo
connected with it, and such connection
was expressly disclaimed as early as
JS3-I- The rewritten story, entitled
"Manuscript Found," was 'by Spauldi-
ng" twice left with a publisher, whence
it was stolen under circumstances
which then led Spaulding to suspect
Siducy Rigdon, who long after was tho
first conspicuous convert, of Mormon-
ism; that Rigdon. through his great
intimacy with tho publishers' em-

ployees," had opportunity to steal it,
aiia that after Spaulding 's death, and.
years before tho advent of Mormonism,
Rigdon had in his possession such a
manuscript and exhibited it, with the
statement that it was Spanlding's.
Through Parley P. Pratt. Rigdon aud
Smith wore brought into relation, and
tho latter made tho prophet --of the
'Dispensation of the Fullness of
Times," the discoverer, translator,
and. according to his own designation,
the "Author and Proprietor" (394) of,
the Book of Mormon. This connection'
is established by tho most convincing
circumstantial evidence, taken wholly
from authorized Mormon publications;
it is shown that Rigdon foreknew tho
coming, and iu a general, way tho con-
tents of the Book of Mormon; that
both Rigdon and Pratt wore, according
to aomo of their contradictory ac-
counts, converted to Mormonism with
such miraculous suddenness aud with-
out substantial investigation that
when this, coupled with tho contra-
dictory accounts of these important
events and their attempts at conceal-
ing tlio suddenness of their conversion,
all compel a conviction of their par-
ticipation in a scheme of religious
fraud.

Upon the question of plagiarism, we
may profitably add a brief .summary of
Ilio points of identity between 'the pe-

culiar features shown to be common
to Spnuhling's novel and the Book of
Mormon. In Spanlding's first outline
of the story it pretended to be anciotit

Amqrion.11 history, attemptinu to
tho origin ot part of tho aborig

Hies of thiH continent, all translated
from ancient writings found in a
stone box. It recounts tho wars of
extermination of two factions, tells of
tho collecting of armies and of slaugh-
ters which wero a physical impossi-
bility to those uncivilized people who
wero without any modern methods of
transporting troops or army supplies.
Alter two revisions, one by Spaulding
and a second by Smith, Rigdon & Co.,
the abovo general outline still

equally well tho Book of Mor-
mon.,

Leaving tho lirst blocking-ou- t of his
novel unfinished, Spaulding resolved to
chango his plot by dating the story
further back and hy attempting to imi-
tate tho Old Scripture style, so as to
make it seem moro ancient. Spnuh-
ling's determination to date his novel
furt.hor back probably suggested
changing the roll of parchment which,
according to tho Oberlin manuscript,
was found iu a stone box, to golden
plates. Some time after 1S20 somo
one pretended to have found a Golden
Diblo in Canada (195). Tf Spaulding, in
rewriting the story, did not make tho
change, this incident may have sug-
gested such a change to Smith and his
fellow-fraud-

Spaulding. in his attempt at imitat-
ing Bible phraseology, had repealed so
ridiculously often the words "it came
to pass," that both in Ohio and
Pennsylvania the neighbors to whom
ho read his manuscript nicknamed him
"Old Come-to-pnss.- " Tn the Book of
Mormon, though professedly an
abridgement, tho same phrase 'is use-
lessly repeated several thousand times,
and a bungling effort at imitating the
style of Biblo writers is apparent all
through it.

Spanlding's existence was cdnioin-nor- a

neons with Masonic 'riots, and
lie harbored a sentiment against all
secret societies (19ti), which has also
been carried through into the Book of
Mormon.

The uncontradicted and nnim-peachn- d

evidence of man' witnesses is
explicit that, tho historical portions of
both tho "Manuscript Found" and
tho Book of Mormon are the same,
and much of tho religious matter inter-polnte- d

is in the exact phraseology
of Kin" James's translation of tho
Bible. Wo find also many names of
places, persons and tribes to be identi-
cal iu tho "Manuscript Found" and
tho Book of Mormon. Sonic of the
names were taken from the Bible,
others would be known only to tho stu-
dents of American antiquities, among
whom was Spaulding, and still others
were unheard of until coined by
Spaulding. Tho mimes proven to be
common to both are Nephi, Lchi,
Mormon, Nephiies. Lnmanites, Labau,
Zarahemla and Amlicircs.

Add to" this the veo novel circum-
stance that in both accounts one of
two contending armies placed upon the
forehead of its soldiers a rod mark
that they might distinguish friends
front enemies, and tho new and charac-
teristic features common to both aro
too numerous to admit of any explana-
tion except that herein contended for,
viz: That the Book of Mormon is n
plagiarism from Spanlding's novel, thv
"Manuscript Found," and is the
product of conscious fraud on the part
of Sidney Rigdon. Parley Parker Pratt,
Joseph Smith and others, which fraud
was prompted wholly by a love of no-

toriety and money.
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EMIGRATION DAM AND DITCH CO.
Nollco is hereby given Hint at a moot-

ing of the dlrccrors held November 10,
1007, an assessment of throe dollars per
share was levied upon the capital stock
of the company, payable Dccpmbor 20,
1907, to Charles K. Johnson, treasurer,at residence. Twenty-thir- d East between
Tontb and Eleventh South stroots, Salt
Lako City, Utah. Any stock upon
which Ibis assessment mny remain un-
paid on the day abovo specified will bo
delinquent and advortlsod for salo atpublic auction, and unless payment Is
made before will be sold on iho 2nd dav
of January, 190S. to pay the dellnquon't
assessment, together with costs of ad-
vertising and expenses of sale.

CHARLES K. JOIIXSON,
Secretary and Treasurer.
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The most beautiful thing In tlio
world Is a diamond. It is also

' the only thing that docs not
dctcriorato by use and on ac-

count of scarcity grows moro
valuable each year,

You buy at bottom prices when
you get your jewels of us.

The I

PuzzIMg
Mae.

If in doubt as to what to give
somo gentleman relative or
friend, consider r. safety razor.
That is part of the equipment
that nearly every man needs.
Wo handle the EVER-READ- Y

SAFETY RAZOR. They aro
guaranteed to give entire satis-
faction in everj- - way,

Price $1.00 Bach.

DAYTON BRUG CO.
Cor. 2nd South and State Sts.

pfl Co.

142 MAIN STREET.

A full lino of professional
mounts and supplies.

Kodaks and Developing.

k Columbia Phonograph I
(Jo. (General) I

rSii? 327-32- 0 So. .Vain St. I
Grnphophonea, Records aud Supplies. IPoll, 3995. Ind., 1G13.

Only Exclusive Talking Machine llouso
' H

in State.

PIANOS, $50.00 and Up. I
ORGANS, $25.00 and Up. I
BEESLEY MUSIC CO., 1

46 South Main St.
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